Alcohol Licensing

INFORMATION BULLETIN No. 032
Changes to Monetary Penalties under the Liquor Licence Act
and its Regulations
(February 3, 2014)
Based on the positive regulatory impact of monetary penalties to date, the AGCO has taken steps
to further improve this important compliance tool by increasing the existing maximum penalties
and expanding the number of infractions that are eligible for monetary penalties. For example,
monetary penalties are now available for selling or supplying liquor or permitting liquor to be
sold or supplied to any person who is or appears to be intoxicated (penalty of up to $15,000) and
knowingly permitting a person under nineteen years of age to have or consume liquor in the
licensed premises (penalty of up to $20,000).
Monetary penalties were first introduced on January 1, 2009 to act as a bridge between a simple
warning and the suspension of a liquor sales licence, and provide the AGCO with an added
compliance tool for working with licensees before a significant suspension or revocation may be
necessary. Monetary penalties were not intended to replace the ability of the Registrar of Alcohol
and Gaming to suspend or revoke a licence where the situation warrants, but instead complement
the other available compliance tools.
The changes to the Schedule, which will take effect on February 3rd, 2014, were made pursuant
to section 14.1 of the Alcohol and Gaming Regulation and Public Protection Act, 1996, and have
been approved by the Board of the AGCO and the Attorney General of Ontario.
The amount of an assessed monetary penalty is based on the particular circumstances of the
infraction, including the compliance history of the licensee. The AGCO is required to use funds
collected through monetary penalties exclusively for education and training programs for
licensees, permit holders and registrants, as well as for public awareness campaigns, which will
further promote compliance with the law in the future.
_________________________________

For additional information on monetary penalties, please see the Schedule of Monetary Penalties
(Liquor) and Monetary Penalty FAQs, or contact the AGCO’s Customer Service Department at
416-326-8700 (in the GTA) or 1-800-522-2876 (toll free in Ontario).
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